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          O R D E R

Heard learned counsel for the parties.

2. At  the  outset,  Mr.  H.S.  Phoolka,  learned  Senior  Counsel

submits that he had the occasion to assist the Delhi High Court in

a  PIL  regarding  human  trafficking  and  pursuant  to  that  certain

guidelines were issued by the State of Delhi of the manner in which

the police is supposed to act in a fixed time-bound manner. He

submits that he has filed a petition for impleading him in the

present proceeding to assist the Court being I.A. No. 72070/2026.

We appreciate the gesture of Mr. H.S. Phoolka and the Court would

also take his assistance in the matter. 

3. Though notices have been served along with copy of the order

of  this  Court  dated  16.01.2026  on  all  the  parties  who  were

impleaded  i.e.,  the  Union  of  India,  the  States  and  the  Union
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Territories, but nobody has entered appearance on behalf of the

Union of India, the States of Haryana, Mizoram, Kerala, Orissa and

Maharashtra. 

4. However, at this juncture, as nobody has appeared on behalf of

the Union of India, Mr. S.D. Sanjay, learned ASG at the request of

the Court, accepts notice on behalf of the Union of India. 

5. Accordingly, personally affirmed affidavit be filed, latest by

16.04.2026, by all the Directors General of Police of the aforesaid

States who have not entered appearance to explain the circumstances

under which they have chosen not to appear despite notice being

issued  and  duly  served  to  them,  failing  which  they  shall  be

personally present before this Court. We make it clear that if no

such affidavit is filed by them till 16.04.2026, no excuse for

their non-appearance shall be acceptable. However, under genuine

difficulty and for bona fide reasons, not only application seeking

exemption has to be filed, but order on the said application shall

also be required to be obtained on the said application, prior to

the next date fixed in the case. We make it clear that failure to

do so may lead to this Court issuing notice for contempt against

them. 

6. The Union of India, the States and the Union Territories are

directed to file a detailed affidavit with regard to what standard

procedure, according to them, should be adopted in such matters. We

indicate that the Court is not interested in any hypothetical or

academic formula, but rather a practical strategy/approach which

can be implemented/put into place right away, at the local Police
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Station level under whose jurisdiction the incident occurs.

7. The  Court  will  indicate  that  in  such  matters  of  human

trafficking, including child trafficking, time is of the greatest

importance and, thus, whatever guidelines are required/suggestions

made, should be after factoring the time frame of the action which

the  police  is  required  to  take  immediately  upon  receipt  of  a

complaint relating to missing of a person. The Delhi Government

instructions may also be looked into by the Union, rest of the

States and the Union Territories. 

8. Let the Home Secretary, Union of India; the Home Secretaries

and the  Directors General of Police of the States and the Union

Territories, hold a discussion with all the stakeholders who are

specifically dealing with issues of human trafficking within their

jurisdiction, and come up with specific proposals/suggestions. 

9. We request the States and the Union Territories to hold such

exercise within one month and forward their recommendations to Mr.

S.D. Sanjay, learned ASG who shall then get an exercise conducted

under the aegis of the Union Home Ministry and the same shall be

deliberated to come up with a Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) to

be implemented pan-India.

10. We reiterate, at the cost of repetition, that the exercise

initially shall be limited to the very basic issue of investigation

not only being initiated but seriously pursued immediately upon a

report received relating to any missing person, more so in the

background that till the person is not finally located, the case

shall be kept alive not just on paper, but actually on the ground
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also.

11. We further direct that other specialised agencies working in

the field of human trafficking, shall be also asked to join in the

exercise and their views and inputs taken, so as to come up with a

workable and effective formula. For the purposes of finally coming

up with a common SOP, for the present, we constitute a Committee of

Mr. P.M. Nair, Former IPS Officer and DG, NDRF, Government of India

and Mr. Veerendra Kumar Mishra, IPS, Director, Ministry of Home

Affairs, Government of India and Mr. S. D. Sanjay, learned ASG as

the core group for the exercise, as indicated and visualized in

this order. Mr. S.D. Sanjay, learned ASG shall be the Convenor of

the Committee and Coordinator for the exercise. The Court shall

decide with regard to nominating more persons to the Committee on

the next date.

12. The Union of India, the States and the Union Territories shall

take guidance from and involve the Committee at every stage in the

exercise which they are required to undertake.

13. In view of the urgency and graveness of the issue and to set

the process into motion immediately, Mr. S.D. Sanjay, learned ASG

is requested to get in touch with the officers nominated aforesaid.

14. We are informed that there is a SOP of the year 2016 of the

Union of India with regard to action to be taken in such cases. It

goes without saying that the said SOP would be revisited in terms

of the exercise directed in this order. The Home Secretaries of the

Union as well as the State Governments and the Union Territories

shall involve their Directors General of Police, who are directly
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responsible  and  also  other  agencies  which  may  be  involved  with

issue  of  human  trafficking,  before  finalizing  their

recommendation/report.

15. It is made clear that if any other person(s)/authority(ies),

including  official/private/or  otherwise,  are  required  to

assist/cooperate with the Committee for effective completion of the

exercise directed in this order at the Union, States and Union

Territories level, they are directed to do so, with promptitude. 

16. For the purposes of logistics etc., Ministry of Home Affairs,

Union of India, shall provide all such required support to the

Committee, as may be communicated through Mr. S.D. Sanjay, learned

ASG,  including  proper  and  sufficient  office  space,  secretarial

staff etc. It shall also take care of the expenses incurred by the

Committee Members for the purposes of the exercise which they are

to  undertake  in  terms  of  this  order,  including  attending

meetings/conferences convened for this purpose.  It is also made

clear that all work done or time spent by the Committee Members

shall be treated to be official duty. The Ministry of Home Affairs

shall  arrange  for  or  reimburse,  as  per  their  desire,  all  the

Committee  Members  with  regard  to  their  traveling,  boarding  and

lodging expenses. 

17. The Secretary, Ministry of Home Affairs, Union of India shall

also assign two Nodal Officers to coordinate with Mr. S.D Sanjay,

learned ASG to assist him and facilitate the exercise as indicated

in this order. He shall also ensure that all the Committee members

are provided adequate security, keeping in mind the position and
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capacity of the players who may be involved in human trafficking. 

18. It shall be open for the Committee to move this Court whenever

it requires any clarification/further directions for completing the

exercise entrusted to it, irrespective of the date(s) fixed in the

matter.

19. List on 21.04.2026 at 2 P.M. as part-heard.

(SACHIN KUMAR SRIVASTAVA)                       (ANJALI PANWAR)
   COURT MASTER (SH)                         ASSISTANT  REGISTRAR
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