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ENACT A CODE OF CONDUCT FOR FORMER JUDGES

{Resofution prssed by National Cotrel] of Akhil Sharaniya Adhivekio Parishod
an & April o6, of Semalakfio, Horgoom )

Akhil Bharstiva Adhivakta Parishad expresses s distmay ol retived jfudges of Indian eonstitutiona)
courts appearing as expert witnesses before foreign conris in support of fogitives from Tedian justice,

The documented record is demning. Justice Deepak Verma (Retd., Supreme Court) has appeared
aguinst India’s intevest in three separate foreign procesdings: the Mallva bankrupley (evidenee
“unsupparted in law,” to be “treated with caution), Sanjay Bhandan in 2025, and recently in Nirav
Deepak Modi v, Government of india [2o26] EWHC 716 [(Admin), where he opined that lodia’s
sovereign assuranees weee "a diplomatic promise rather than a legally enforceable formal assurapee”
— an 'expert’ testimony which, i accepted at Goe valug conld hive defeated India's extradition
resuest.

Justice Marknndey Ketin ( Retd., SC) appeared for Niray Modi before Westminster Magistrates Court
in 2021 and made serious comments painting Indien fudicinry in bad light. The UK Court held
his: evidenee was "less than objective and reliskle, and that it was tinged with resentment
bearing "the hallmarks of pn outspoken eritic with 2 personal sgenda,” and considered his econduct
of briefing journalists before testifying "astonishing” and "questionsble for someone who served

the Indinn Judiciary at such a high level.”

Justice Abhay Thipsay {Retd, Bombay HC) appeared in the same 2021 proceedings, the sourt
attached "no weight" ta his opinfon. Again, in Bhandar v, Government of India [2085] EWHC 444
{Admin), he was found to have beeome " more sombative witness” seting "us an sdvocate for the
defendant rather than an independent expert." Previously, Lote Justice Fana Chand Jain (Retd.,
Hajasthan HC) also appeared for Mallya in 2019,

The trony is that these noble men deaw their pension fram the Consolidoted Fund of India, funded by
the same citizens whose hank deposits were plundered by the fugitives they chose o assist, The
Parishod records that Justies Decpak Verma, Justice Markandey Katju, Justice Abhay Thipsay, snd
Late Justice Pann Chand Jain have forfeited their moral entitlement to every henefit and designation
Nowing from the constitutional offices they onee held. However, it must be sald, in fairmess, that this
cannot be attributed to retired jndiges 35 o elass, Many former judges have, with esemplary restraint,
declined post-retirement engagements that wonld conflict, or even appenr to conflict, with the dignity
und neutrality of the judicial office they onee held.
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In view of the aforesaid, the Pardshad demands that Parlliament ensct o Judical Officers (Post-
Retivement Conduct and Accountability] Act providing:

(1) Former judges who accept remunerated expert, advisory, or consultancy roles in matters of public
stgnlficance, partieularly in erosg-border Tidgation involving India, shall make full and tmely
disclosure of such engagements 1o an appropriste institutional body which shell be uploaded on o
publicly accessible website;

{i1) & complete prohibition on former constitutionnl court judges testifving before forsizn courts in
procendings adverse to Indin's soversign positions or public insttutions;

(iif) automitic forfeiture of all retivement benefits, including peosion, actommodation, security,
aneillory honorary facilities, and authorty o participate in arbitration proceedings either a8
arbitrttor or counsel, upon viokation;

{iv) stntutory withdrwwal of the dght g0 use the tile “Justice." o designation of constitutional office,
not . persanal honorifie;

() o Parliamentary Oversight Committee with full powers of inguiry and adjudication.

The Parishad also ealls upon the Government of Indi to appoint o Comimittee to prepare a complete
draft Bill in the said regard and submit it within sixty diys w the Mindster of Law and Justice and
Leaders of both the Houses.

The edvorates of Bhurat will not be silent while the Republic's own former judges, pensioned by the
Indinn taxpayer and tithed by the Constitution, rent their robes to those who huve plundered their
hard-garned money and acted ngninst the interests of the sovereign people of Bharat. Even as we
record this, we consciously maintain our morgeda — both in the lnguage we employ and in the
restraint of our futnre actions - solely to preserve the instimtion's dignity; we only hape that bettor
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{President, ABAP)



