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13.09.2022
Shri. Uday Umesh Lalit
The Chief Justice of India
Supreme Court of India
New Delhi - 110001

Sub: Urgent and pressing issues of the Bar

Dear Sir,

This letter is addressed regarding certain pressing issues of the

Bar warranting immediate intervention by your good offices.

Re.  Allocation of additional space to the Supreme Court Bar
Association (SCBA).

You will appreciate that the SCBA being the apex Bar
Association of the country requires a proper office for its
President, its Secretary as well as a big room for its Committee
meetings. We also require a proper lunch room where lawyers
who carry lunches from home and those who do not have
chambers, can sit and have lunch there. The present lunch room
is highly inadequate for our members. As the strength of
lawyers is increasing by 200-300 every year and no additional
space has been created for the members to wait for their matters,
there is also a need for an additional library for our members in

an area proximate to the courtrooms.

During my first tenure as President of the Bar (2017-2018), I had
got an assurance from Hon’ble Mr. Justice Dipak Misra (the then
Chief Justice of India) to give us the entire Annexe building in
front of court No.11 where we could have the office of the
President, office of the Secretary as well as a Committee Room,
and the remaining space was to be allocated by having a library
and a lunch room for the members of the Bar. The lawyers have
to be in close proximity to courts which is why the Annexe
building was found to be most convenient -- the entire backside
of the building comprising court No.6 to court No. 15 could be
casily accessed. The said additional space would be highly

beneficial in controlling overcrowding in courts as lawyers,
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bereft of any place to wait for their matters, are forced to crowd
courts. The Annexe building was to be made available when the
new building at Appu Ghar complex was to come up where it
was agreed that the Registry which is occupying the Annexe
building will be shifted to the new building to make room for
SCBA. It is disheartening to note that despite additional space
designated to the Supreme Court in the Appu Ghar Complex
which facilitated a comfortable shift of a host of offices from the
present building, no commensurate place was allotted to SCBA.

The issue has been previously brought out by the undersigned
in multiple letters (dated 02.03.2021, 31.07.2021, 21.09.2021,
06.01.2022) as well as in meetings of the Executive Committee of
SCBA with the Hon'ble Chief Justice of India on various dates,
however, no action whatsoever has been taken in this regard

It comes to us as a great surprise that the said Annexe building
is being considered to be made a Museum by the Supreme
Court when the request for providing the Annexe Building of
the Supreme Court for utilization of the SCBA is pending

consideration by your good offices.

It is not out of place to mention that there is only one ladies bar
room in the entire Supreme Court premises and the same
remains overcrowded. There is a dire need of an additional
ladies bar room which is proximate to the courtrooms where

ladies can sit while waiting for their matters.

I would earnestly request you to immediately allot adequate
space in the Annexe Building to SCBA to provide for a more
proximate library, a lunch room, additional ladies bar room,
rooms for the President, the Secretary and Committee Room for

the Executive Committee of SCBA.

Re. Allotment of chambers to the Bar Council of India
(BCI):

Vide my letter dated 29.08.2022 addressed to your good offices,
a request was made to cancel the allotment of 3 chambers in the
Appu Ghar Complex in favour of BCI and the said chambers
along with the 26 chambers kept reserved for consultation room
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be de-reserved and the entire 29 chambers be given to SCBA for
the use by our members.

The said request was made as BCI has no statutory role to
perform in the premises of the Supreme Court and accordingly
there is no justification of allotting them those chambers. Infact
the BCI has its own independent building very near to the
Supreme Court and granting them 3 chambers from out of the
chambers meant for our members would deprive 6 of our
members from being allotted chambers who have been waiting

for such allotment for more than 2 decades.

The issue was raised before Hon’ble Mr. Justice N.V. Ramana,
the then Chief Justice of India, who had orally promised to
reverse the decision but apparently he could not take any final
decision in this regard before his retirement. The issue has again
been raised in our letter to your good self dated 29.08.2022
wherein it was informed that the Executive Committee of the
SCBA has also resolved to seek cancellation of the allotment
of the said three chambers to the BCI. We have also verbally
taken up this issue in a meeting with your goodself.

The above is a highly important issue for the Bar and our
members want to sit on dharna opposing such an allotment. On
my assurance that the issue is under consideration of the
Hon'ble Chief Justice of India, the matter is not being
precipitated. Even from a plain reading of the Allotment of
Lawyers’ Chambers Rules (as amended upto 30.11.2007), it is
clear that the Hon'ble Chief Justice of India can only make
allotments upon the recommendation of the Committee for
allotment of chambers. Clearly the issue of allotting chambers to
the BCI has never been placed before the Committee for
allotment of chambers of which the undersigned is a member
and hence, the allotment, if any, is non-est and void and liable to

be recalled forthwith.

Further, request was also made to covert the three large vacant
halls in D-Block of the New Additional Building into cubicles
for the use of members of SCBA. Also, 7-8 big halls in the

Phone : Off.: 23385903, 23384874 * Library-1 : 23385551 - Library-2 : 23384150, 23381762

Library-4 : 23385615 « Ladies Bar : 23070443 « Lounge : 23070449 * Arbitration Room : 23072101 * Meeting Room : 23070264

E-mail : schaec@gmail.com | Website : www.scbaindia.org



VERDICTU

SUPREME COURT BAR ASSOCIATION (REGD.)

SUPREME COURT OF INDIA, TILAK MARG, NEW DELHI-110001 (INDIA)

Mr. Vikas Singh (Sr.)
President

Mr. Pradeep Kumar Rai (Sr.)
Vice-President

Mr. Rahul Kaushik
Hony. Secretary

Mr. Rohit Pandey
Joint Secretary

Ms. Yugandhara Pawar Jha
Treasurer

Mr. Reepak Kansal
Joint Treasurer

SENIOR EXECUTIVE MEMBERS

Ms. Rachana Srivastava (Sr.)
Ms. Sonia Mathur (Sr.)

Mr. Brijender Chahar (Sr.)
Mr. Dinesh Kr. Goswami (Sr.)
Mr. Vikas Pahwa (Sr.)

Mr. Ranji Thomas (Sr.)

EXECUTIVE MEMBERS

Ms. Seema Patnaha

Mr. Kumar Gaurav

Mr. Mukesh Kumar Singh
Mr. Vikas Gupta

Ms. Anjali Chauhan

Mr. Upendra Mishra

Ms. Nandani Gupta

Mr. Satbir Singh Pillania

Ms. Sangeeta Singh

adjoining E-Block which are also lying completely vacant can
also be used either for construction of chambers or cubicles. We

hope that decision in this regard will also be taken very soon.

We are hoping that you will address all our genuine concerns at
the earliest.

Thanking you.

L4

Sinc/erefly, )
e\

W

[VIKAS SINGH]

Encl.: Letters dated 02.03.2021, 31.07.2021, 21.09.2021,
06.01.2022, 29.08.2022; SCBA-EC Resolution dated 12.08.2022.

CC: Hon'ble Dr. Justice D.Y. Chandrachud
Hon'ble Mr. Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul
Hon'ble Mr. Justice S. Abdul Nazeer
Hon'ble Ms. Justice Indira Banerjee

Hon’ble Judges of the Chamber Allotment Committee:
Hon'ble Mr. Justice Bhushan Ramkrishna Gavai
Hon'ble Mr. Justice Surya Kant

Hon'ble Mr. Justice J.K. Maheshwari

Mr. Virender Kumar Bansal, Secretary General,
Supreme Court of India
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Vige President TO,
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Hony. Secretary The Chief Justice of India,

Mr. Rahul " Supreme Court of India, b
r. Rahul Kaushi Neéw Delhi.

Joint Socretary

M1, Meenesh Kumar Dubey 3
Treasurer Subject: Allocation of additional space to the

Dr. Ritu Bhardwaj Supreme Court Bar Association.

Aunt Treasurgr

Respected Sir,
i e e You will appreciate that the Supreme COurt Bar
ki | Association was initially given some limited space in the
Ms. Mahalakshmi Pavani (Sr.)
Mr. Arifit Prasad (St.) Supreme Court campus, however the need of the
P Rl chee P | Association is growing i view of the accretion to the
Ms. Sonta Mathur (Sr.) S :
Mr. Vikas Patwa (Sr) number of the advocates visiting the Court and there is
EXECUTIVE MEMBERS acute shortage of space for our members.
Mr. Aupam Mishea.. | You will also appreciate that the Supreme Court Bar

Ms. Nina Gupta

Ms. K.V Bharathi Upadhyaya

Mr. Mukesh Kumar 5“{9" requires a proper office for its President, its Secretary as
5. Sasmita Tripathy [

Mr. Prashant Singh -

Ms. Prerna Kumnari | require a proper lunch room where lawars who carry

~ Ms. Seema Patnaha
Ms. Nandani Gupta

Association being the apex Bar Association of the country
well as a big room for its Committee meetings. We also

lunches from home and who do not have chambers, can sit
and have lunch-there. The present lunch room is highly

inadequate for our members.
N o : During my last tenure as President of the Bar, I had got an
. assurance from Hon'ble. Justice Dipak Misra (the then

| Chief Justice of India) to give us theentire Annexe

building in front of court No.11 where we could -have the
kol \ office of the President, office of the Secretary as well as a
: é\ \ Committee Room and the rest of the space was to be
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Mr Pradeep Kumar Rai (S) allocated b} havi 8 y

Ve TR | members of the Bar. The said place was identified as most

e, Ardhendumanli Kumar Prasad | o hvenient being proximate to the court rooms as any

Hony Secrstary

#r. Rabui Keushik space given far away is of no use during the court hours.  »

it ewry The said additional space would be highly beneficial in

wr. Meangsh Kumar Dubey

9 3 i oy - 3 ' ¢ 5 ATV
Treasurer removing the overcrowding in courts as the - lawyers

Dr. Ritu Bhardwa without having any place to wait are forced to crowd

ki courts waiting for their matters. The lawyers have to be in

‘SENIOR EXECUTIVE MEMBERS a place near to the courts and that is why Annexe building

Mir. V. Shekhar (Sr.) was found to be most convenient from where the entire
Ms. Mahalakshmi Pavani {5r)
Mr. Arijit Prasad (Sr.)

tr. Brijondor Chahar (Sr.) csurt No.15 could be easily accessed. The Annexe building
Ms. Soma Mathur (Sr.)
- Mr. Vikas Pahwa (St

backside of the building, that is, comprising court No.6 to

was to be made available when the new building was to
EXECUTIVE MEMBERS come up where it was agreed that the Registry which is

Mr. Anupam Mishra occupying the Annexe building will be shifted to the new

Ms. Nina Gupta building to make room for the Supreme Court Bar
Ms. KV Bharathi Upadhyaya

fr. Mukesh Kumar Singh

& Sapmiin Trigathy | 1 would earnestly request you to immediately re-Tocate the
fdr, Prashant Singh

‘Ms. Prerna Kumari 1. ;
Ms. Seerna Patnaha building so that the-place could be immediately allotted to
Ms. Nandani Gupta

Association.

offices of the Registry which are there in the Annexe

the SCBA and its members for the usage as above.

Thanking you,

President,
Supreme Court Bar Association
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OR EXECUTIVE MEMBERS |

Mr. V. Shekhar (Sr.)
Ms. Mahalakshmi Pavani (Sr.)
Mr. Arijit Prasad (Sr.)

i Mr. -B}ﬁj&nﬁsr Chahar (Sf.}
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- Ms.NmaGupta 2‘1{3‘3 SM J df“’“ w&ﬁ WM o
© Ms. KV, Bharathi Upadhyaya EENRpS LI mm‘ '
Mr. Mukesh Kumar Singh

Ms. Sasmita Tripatiy

Mr. Prashant Singh
;.,,ﬁds Prerna Kumari o
© Ms: Seema’ Patnaha 5 1

Ms. Nandani Gupta 3 :

"'d @;@p-"'amg Brogsiie’ (SOP) for g mptios

hysical he mﬁgf erez‘ Jetter dated {)6 07.2021]
2. '‘Allocation of 'dmom} syace to SC‘BA by mi;zcatmg :l:%xe :

offices of the I egistry which are there in the Armexe
building, for the utilization of SCBA by having an office of -
the President, office of the Secretary as well as a C ommittee

o : : s ROOM, 2 library as well as a lunch room for the members of

" : ﬂu, Bar, {Ref .l%tter dfﬂ;ed 02.03, 2()2IJ

£l

C 3. Bacilives cr@ﬁtﬁd in i,he Appu Qllar Complex, like
Auditorivm, meeting rooms etc. to be made available to the

SCBA free of cost as being utilized by the Tudges of the
Supreme Court. [Ref. letter dated 1503, 2021}
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Yours sincerely,
S SINGH]

T NI, Sanjeev S,
Court of Tndia

7 '_ o Other issues of LhL Bar.

Hoping for a positive response at the earliest,

uw{%

Kal m’apnka]

w ﬁgg}a b s Q :
?:*( rot ary, GOM] ’EU& eipe

[Rel. letters dated 31.05.202) and Ue. U/ 2021]
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ot i The Chief Justice of India
Mr. Meenesh Kumar i}ubey Supremc Court of India
Treasurer New Delhi — 110001,
Dr. Ritu Bhardwaj
Joint Treasurer Subject: Issues of the Bar pending consideration
SENIOR EXECUTIVE MEMBERS
Mr. V. Shekhar (Sr.) Digar: sair
Ms. Mahalakshmi Pavani (Sr.)
Mr. Arljit Prasad (Sr.) You have always been deeply concerned about the issues
Mr. Brijender Chahar (Sr.) of the bar and have been r‘eceptive to the sugge.stions
Ms. Sonla Mathur (Sr.) : made by the Executive Committee of SCBA, re-assuring us

that as the head of the Institution, you would not hesitate

. Vikas Pahwa (St. . s : -
- (8e) in taking immediate and necessary steps in addressing all

EXECUTIVE MEMBERS | such issues.
Mr. Anupam Mishra
Ms. Nina Gupta = The issues of the bar were discussed in detail in our last

meeting and the undersigned had also addressed the

Mr. Mukesh Kumar Singh same vide letters dated 31.05.20?1, 06.07.2021,
31.07.2021 and 30.08.2021, however, till date no action

Ms. Basnite Tripathy appears to have been taken. The important issues that

Mr. Prashant Singh need your immediate attention are as under:

Ms. Prerna Kumari

Ms. Seema Patnaha

Ms. Nandani Gupta

Ms. K.V. Bharathl Upadhyaya

' Resumption of physical hearing - The system of
issuing special passes for the high security area
should be dispensed with in the SOP issued by the
Secretary-General on 28.08.2021. Entry to the high-
security area should be permitted by the use of a
proximity card and the waiting arecas would be the
libraries and the lounges where lawyers will wait on
their own after observing covid protocol. If those
areas were to get full then the lawyers can easily
wait in the corridor which is like being in an open
space where minimal restrictions are required.
Further, as the number of covid cases in Delhi/NCR
has fallen considerably and positivity rate in the
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national capital is 0.04%, you may consider full
resumption of physical hearing. [Ref. letters dated
06.07.2021 and 30.08.2021]

Senior Designation - In terms of the ‘Supreme
Court Guidelines to Regulate Conferment of
Designation of Senior Advocates, 2018, the
‘Committee for Designation of Senior Advocate’ is
obliged to meet at least twice in a calendar year.
However, there has been no such meeting in the last
2 years.

Further, in the meeting of the Full Court dated
27.03.2019, it was resolved that the pending
applications of 2018 would be considered in the
next meeting of Full Court. Therefore, a Full Court
meeting is required to clear the pending names.

Chambers for members - the New Chamber Block
at the Appu Ghar Complex has been built and ready
since 2018-19, however the same remains
unallotted till date. Preparation of Seniority List for
allotment of chambers to be expedited so that
allotment of chambers can be done at the earliest.
[Ref. letter dated 06.07.2021]

Additional Chambers - Expediting the construction
of lawyers’ chambers in 1.33 Acres of land allotted
to the Supreme Court of India behind petrol pump
near ITO. [Ref. letter dated 06.07.2021] :

Allocation of additional space to SCBA by
relocating the offices of the Registry which are there
in the Annexe building, for the utilization of SCBA
by having an office of the President, office of the
Secretary as well as a Committee Room, a library as
well as a lunch room for the members of the Bar.
[Ref. letter dated 02.03.2021]
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8.

Facilities created in the Appu Ghar Complex, like
Auditorium, meeting rooms etc. to be made available
to the SCBA free of cost as being utilized by the
Judges of the Supreme Court. [Ref. letter dated
15.03.2021}

Elevation of Supreme Court Lawyers to various
High Courts. The List of meritorious Supreme Court
practitioners as identified by the “Search
Committee” was handed over to you by the
undersigned in a sealed cover for necessary course
of action. We hope and trust that the names
suggested by the Search Committee shall be
considered by the respective High Court Collegiums
alongwith the lawyers from the High Court Bar in
order to choose the most deserving candidate. [Ref.
letters dated 31.05.2021, 06.07.2021 and
11.08.2021]

Other issues of the Bar.

Sir, we are extremely hopeful that the above concerns of
the bar will be addressed in your tenure as Chief Justice
of India. It is therefore requested that an audience be
given to the Executive Committee of SCBA to discuss the
above issues at the earliest.

Hoping for a positive response at the carliest.

Thanking you.

sincerely,

mms INGH]

0

Mr. Sanjeev S. Kalgaonkar, Secretary General,

Supreme Court of India :
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Mr. Vikas Singh {Sr.)
President
PRESIDENT/CJI;’ 19
Mr. Pradeep Kumar Rai (Sr.) 06.01.2022
Vice President
: Shri. N.V. Ramana
Mr. Ardhendumauli Kumar Prasad The Hon’ble Chief Justice of India
Hony. Seeretary i i A

Supreme Court of India
Mr. Rahul Kaushik New Delhi - 110001

Joint Secrelary
Subject: Issues of the Bar pending consideration

Mr. Meenesh Kumar Dubey for long
Treasurer
Dear Sir,
Dr. Ritu Bhardwaj
Jolnt Treasurer I am writing this letter with deep sense of anguish
regarding non-consideration of several pending issues of
SENIOR EXECUTIVE MEMBERS the Bar. We are now getting a feeling that the SCBA,

since it has never resorted to strike in its history, is not

, V. Shekhar (Sr. : : i i '
Mr. V. Shekhar (Sr.) being given its due importance.

Ms. Mahalakshmi Pavani (Sr.)
Mr. Arijit Prasad (Sr.) Pending issues:

M, Bfioder Chaher (Sr) Sir you will recall that the issuc of elevation of members

i S_onla Nt (Br.) of SCBA to various High Courts was taken up at your
Mr. Vikas Pahwa (Sr) instance and for the said purpose we constituted a very
. credible Search Committee to identify names for
,EX,EQ!,-!M MEMBERS consideration for elevation. The Search Committee met
Mr. Anupam Mishra several times and finally identified 48 names for being
Ms. Nina Gupta considered for elevation in various High Courts. The said

names were handed over to your good self personally by
the undersigned several months back. The timing of the
deliberations of the Search Committee was very

Ms. K.V. Bharathi Upadhyaya
Mr. Mukesh Kumar Singh

Ms. Baemita Tripathy important as there arc a large number of vacancies in
Mr. Prashant Singh various high courts and the Collegiums of the high
Ms. Prerna Kumari | courts are in the process of rccommending names for
Ms. Seema Patnaha elevation. Our entire exercise will be futile if the
Ms. Nandani Gupta ‘ respective collegiums were to recommend names for

elevation without having before them the names of the
members of SCBA. You will appreciate that we have not
claimed any priority in the appointment but have merely
sought for consideration by the Collegium so as to
ensure that the best names are recommended for
elevation. The entire exercise was also to bring morc
transparency in the exercise of appointment to the
Higher Judiciary which is repeatedly being alleged to be
under a cloak of secrecy. As per our information, none of
the names suggested by the Secarch Committee have been
considered by any of the High Court Collegium.
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Wir, Vikas Singh (St}
President

Mr. Pradeep Kumar Ral (Sr.)
Vice President

wir. Ardhendumauli Kumar Prasad
Hony. Secretary

Mr. Rahul Kaushik
Joint Secretary

Mr. Meenesh Kumar Dubey
Treasurer

Dr. Ritu Bhardwaj
Joint Treasurer

SENIOR EXECUTIVE MEMBERS

Mr. V. Shekhar (Sr.)

Ms. Mahalakshmi Pavani (Sr.)
Mr. Arijit Prasad (Sr.)

Mr. Brijender Chahar (Sr.)
Ms. Sonia Mathur (Sr.)

Mr. Vikas Pahwa (Sr.)

EXECUTIVE MEMBERS

Mr. Anupam Mishra

Ms. Nina Gupta

Ms, K.V. Bharathi Upadhyaya
Mr. Mukesh Kumar Singh
Ms. Sasmita Tripathy

Mr. Prashant Singh

Ms. Prema Kumari

Ms. Seema Patnaha

Ms. Nandani Gupta

As far as the allotment of chambers is concerned, a
decision had been taken by the earlier Executive
Committee alongwith the Judges Committee to change
the partition walls of the chambers so as to make 3
chambers out of 2 for the purposes of single allotment. It
was also decided to make cubicles in the big halls
provided in the said building to accommodate lawyers
who are waiting for allotment of chambers. Inspite of our
repeated request, the final chamber allotment list was
not prepared in a time bound manner. However, recently
we have been told that the samc is ready but the said list
has not been handed over to us till date. We have been
corresponding with the Registry to find out the progress
of work in terms of the decision of last Executive
Committee and we were told that no work has started to
re-design the same. We were also trying to get the
allotment list to find out if we could request members to
chose their partners from the list and make the allotment
o the chamber as it exists today without any alteration
but that effort also could not fructify due to delay in
finalising the list. A building which is ready in every
aspect is laying vacant and unused due to delay in
allotment of chambers.

We have been asking for extra space for the Association
to provide for a more proximate library, a lunch room
and rooms for the President and Secretary of SCBA in
the annexe building in front of Court No. 11 which was
verbally assured to us by the then CJl Dipak Misra in my
last term as President and followed up by me in my
present term as well, however, till date no action has
been taken in this regard. Sir, the present lunch room is
a dingy small room where many Senior Advocates and
Advocates practicing in this court have lunch and it is
sad that so much of additional space was made available
to the Supreme Court in the Pragati Vihar arca which
resulted in moving out large number of office from the
present building but no commensuratc place was allotted
to SCBA.

Since the beginning of my present tenure, I have been
requesting for making available the Auditorium and the
meeting rooms for the functions/meetings of SCBA but
the same has been denied to us without any justification.
I have pointed out in my several letters to your goodself
that the additional land was made available due to the
persistence of the SCBA which had filed a petition in that
behalf for the removal of Appu Ghar and giving the

Dmpand
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fir. Vikas Singh {51}
President

additional land to the Supreme Court. Though the lands
Mr. Pradeep Kumar Rai (Sr.) were given due to the persistence of SCBA, neither was
X Feawdnt SCBA given any additional space in the existing building

Mr. Ardhendumauli Kumar Prasad (as mentioned above) and to add insult to injury SCBA

Hony. Seeretary was debarred from using the Auditorium during the
tenure of Mr. Rakesh Khanna the then President, SCBA.
Mr. Rahul Kaushik This debarment was not in the public domain and was
0 Shomtary brought to cur notice by the Secretary General when we
g o ¥ h
Mr. Meenesh Kumar Dubey requested for the Auditorium to bid farewell to Justice
Treasurer Indu Malhotra. 1 have written several letters on this
subject and was verbally assured several times, however,
Dr. Ritu Bhardwaj no decision taken on the same has been communicated

i el {o us till date.

IOR UTIVE MEMBERS That with regard to virtual hearing being conducted by
this Court, we have been repecatedly requesting that the
present system ol virtual hearing is not at all acceptable
to the Bar especially the feature of advocates not having

Mr. V. Shekhar (Sr.)
Ws. Mahalakshmi Pavanl (Sr.)

Mr. Arijit Prasad (Sr.) the right to Mute/unmute themselves. The present
Mr. Brijender Chahar (Sr.) system clearly militates against the concept of open
Ms. Sonia Mathur (Sr.) hearing because lawyers do not have any right to enter a
Mr. Vikas Pahwa (Sr.) proceeding of his/her choice or to mention a matter or to

: even ask for a suitable date because of the control of the
EXECUTIVE MEMBERS court master/court staff in deciding to mute and unmute

a lawyer. In none of the High Courts of this country this

B fibupam Mishra control is being exercised by the court staff and the

Ms. Nina Gupta lawyers are permitted to mute and unmute themselves.
Ms. K.V. Bharathi Upadhyaya This also gives an impression that our veice is not being
Mr. Mukesh Kumar Singh | heard favourably because we do not go on strike whereas
Ms. Sasmita Tripathy high court lawyers resort to the same whenever their
Mr. Prashant Singh | demands are not met. Initially we were told that the

software being used by the Supreme Court does not
permit this feature, however the software has been
upgraded several times and with technological
advancement, it is clearly not possible that such feature
cannot be incorporated in the virtual hearing of Supreme
Court when the same is available in the virtual hearing of
all the high courts across the country.

Ms. Prerna Kumari
Ms. Seema Patnaha
Ms. Nandani Gupta

We have also been representing from the beginning that
large number of matters are not being listed inspite of
mentioning and for some unknown rcasons, a lot of
category of matters are not being listed for preliminary
hearing. In this regard, it is submitted that our demand
is merely that all matters filed should be listed strictly on
the basis of date of filing and the bar should always have
the right to make an urgent mentioning for listing of
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matters. Both these aspects remained unresoived till
today.

In terms of the ‘Supreme Court Guidelines to Regulate
Conferment of Designation of Senior Advocates, 2018,
the ‘Committee for Designation of Senior Advocate’ is
obliged to meet at least twice in a calendar year. Inspite
of our request, no steps have been taken in the last 2.5
years to call for applications from advocates for senior
designation.

We have been requesting for expediting the construction
of additional lawyers’ chambers in 1.33 Acres of land
allotted to the Supreme Court of India behind petrol
pump near ITO, Till date no steps have been taken in
this regard and the sajd land is lying vacant.

It is therefore requested that an urgent audience be
granted to the Executive Committee of SCBA to discuss
the apove issues and necessary action be taken at the
earliest.

Hoping for a positive response at the earliest.
Thanking you.

Youis singerely,

4

[VIKAS SINGH]

1 Hon'ble Mr. Justice Uday Umesh Lalit

2 Hon’ble Mr. Justice A.M. Khanwilkar

3, Hon’ble Mr. Justice D.Y. Chandrachud

4.  Hon’ble Mr. Justice L. Nageswara Rao

5 Hon’ble Mr. Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul

6 Mr. Virendee Kumar Bansal, Secretary General,
Supreme Couit of India

| —
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PRESIDENT/CJ1/23
29t August, 2022

Shri Uday Umesh Lalit

The Chief Justice of India

Supreme Court of India

New Delhi - 110001

Sub: Some important and pressing issues of the Bar
Dear Sir,

First of all, on behalf of the Executive Committee of the
Supreme Court Bar Association (SCBA), 1 would like to
congratulate you on assuming office as the 49 Chief Justice
of India on Saturday ie., 27% August 2022. Is it indeed a
proud moment for SCBA as a lawyer regularly practicing in
this Court has taken over the reins of the highest judicial
office of this Country. We are expecting large scale
imptov:em‘eﬁt in the functioning of the Supreme Court and
we are confident that under your leadership, the said changes

~ would be implemented urgently and credible systems put in

place which will ensure that even during the succeeding chief
justices tenure, the problems of the past do not recur.

One of the main issues of the bar has been with regard to non-

- discriminatory and timely listing of all matters in Supreme

Court. The said issue inspite of our regular following up with
the erstwhile Chief Justice of India could not be addressed

with a result that anomaly in matters not being listed for long

has troubled the members of the bar and their clients.

Even before taking oath you had called for a meeting of the

entire Executive Committee of SCBA and of SCAORA to hear
our urgent issues and our Secretary on 26.08.2022 itself had
handed over a letter pointing out some very serious issues
concerning the Bar particularly with regard to streamlining of
listing of matters pursuant to filing. We are happy to note that
on the very first date of your sitting in Court, more than 900

Phone : OFf.; 23385903, 23384674 » Library-1 : 23385551 « Library-2: 23384150, 23381762

Library-4 : 23285615 - Ladies Bar: 23070443 + Lounge : 23070449 + Arbitration Room : 23072101 + Meeting Room : 23070264

Eamall - schaecqgmati.com | Website | wivw.schaindia.org



; a_:‘“ o \"ff‘ )

"
.

{3/
24

|
L=

| e W R ey
\%P\ Py

Mr. Vikas Singh {Sr.)
President

Mr, Pradeep Kumar Rai (Sr.)
Vice-President

Mr. Rahul Kaushik
Hony. Secretary

Mr. Rohit Pandey
joint Secretary

Ms. Yugandhara Pawar Jha
Treasurer

Mr. Reepak Kansal
Joint Treasurer

SENIOR EXECUTIVE MEMBERS
Ms, Rac‘hana Srlvéstava {Sr)
Ms. Sonia Mathur (Sr.)

Mr. Brijeﬁﬁer'éhaha‘r (Sr.)
Mr. Dinesh Kr. Goswami {Sr.)
Mr. Vikas Pahwa (sr}

Mr. Ranji Thomas (Sr)
EXECUTIVE MEMBERS

Ms. Seema Patnaha

Mr. Kumar Gaurav

Mr. Mukesh Kumar Singh
Mr. Vikas Gupta

Ms. Anjali Chaubau

Mr. Upendra Mishra

Ms. Nandani Gupta

Mr. Satbir Singh Pillania

Mec. Sangaata Singh

VERDICTUM.IN

UPREME COURT BAR ASSOCIATION {REGD.)

e\
<1 SUPREME COURT OF INDIA, TILAK MARG, NEW DELHI-110001 (INDIA)

matters have been listed and we are hopeful that very soon
the backlog of matters required to be listed are cleared soon.

While allotment of chambers, the registry gave us chamber
numbers to allot in the new building and after the allotment
process was over, we were told that 29 chambers on the
ground and first floor were not given to the Bar as 3 of them
have been allotted to the Bar Council of India (BCI) and 26
have been reserved as consultation chambers. The said

allotments were done without consultation with us.

As regards 3 chambers given to the BCI, we strongly and
vociferously object to the same as BCI has no statutory role to
perform in the premises of the SC and accordingly there is no
justification of allotting them those chambers. Infact the BCl
has its own independent building very near to the Supreme
Court and granting them 3 chambers from out of the
chambers meant for our members would deprive 6 of our
members from being allotted chambers who have been
waiting for such allotment for more than 2 decades.

The request of BCI for 3 chambers is also otherwise unfair, as
till date neither the undersigned nor the Secretary of SCBA
has any chamber in the entire Supreme Court campus. We

have been fighting for a proper Committee Room for our

Executive Committee meeting as well as a proper office for
the undersigned and the Secretary however the same has
been denied to us till date. That the Executive Committee of
the SCBA has also resolved to seek cancellation of the
allotment of the said three chambers to the BCl. We request
that the said allotment in favour of BCI should be cancelled
forthwith and the said chambers along with the 26 chambers
kept reserved for consultation room be given to us for the use
by our members,

The three large vacant halls in D-Block of the New Additional
Building have to be converted into cubicles as already
discussed earlier. Further we also find that there are 7-8 big
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halls in the adjoining F-Block which are also lying completely
vacant and the same can also be used either for construction
of chambers or cubicles. We hope that decision in this regard

will also be taken very soon.

Another very serious issue regarding the new chambers is the
problem being faced by our members in accessing the same.
The Supreme Court registry has declared that area as even
more high security as the Supreme Court campus with the
result that our members are facing difficulty in accessing
those chambers. The DCP incharge of security has informed
the undersigned that there are no security issues from his side
and the Policemen are not allowing free access to our drivers,
clients and other staff who will now be required for
renovation of these chambers, only at the behest of the
Supreme Court Registry. Immediate action needs to be taken
to permit free access to the new chamber building.

We are hoping that you will address all our genuine concerns

 at the earliest.

Thanking you.

Since ely,

\ W
[VIKAS ¢ INGH]

CC:  Hon'ble Dr. Justice D.Y. Chandrachud
Hon'ble Mr. Justice Sanjay Kishan Kaul
Hon'ble Mr. Justice 5. Abdul Nazeer
Hon'ble Ms. Justice Indira Banerjee
Hon'ble Judges of the Chamber Allotment
Committee:

Hon'ble Mr. Justice Bhushan Ramkrishna Gavai
Hon'ble Mr. Justice Surya Kant

Hon'ble Mr. Justice J.K. Maheshwari

Mr. Virender Kumar Bansal, Secrelary General,
Supreme Court of India

o
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" ‘*-*It is herefore  esolved to take it up with the comp

SCBA/EC.81/2022/ 12.08.2022

Resolution by Circulation

It has come to our knowledge that three rooms have been
allotted to Bar Council of India in "D’ Block Additional Complex
supreme Court (Near Pragati Maidan) and the *D' Block is for
lawyers chambers. BCI has no statutory role to perform in
Supr&me Court and the three rooms actually should have been

given for lawyers Chambers and six more members could have
been accommodated in these chambers. It is also to be noted

-that the BCI has their own busldmg and whu::h is ver-“*’__near to

, that the allotment in favour. of BCI b
and the said chambers be made
Y ent by‘ draw of lots to the members of the

me of mem'b,eﬁsif -

'hn V;kas Smgh (Sr ), Presldent '

ok 5, Mf‘ Reepak Ka_ Sa{-"l: :

o '-...?:'IVice Pres:dent

I hr; Rahui Kaughik
ony Sem etary

e i

" Shrt Rohit Pandey
,‘___oint Secretary

_|Ms. Yugandhara Pawar Jha
o Treasurer . :

! -,}oint Treasurer

" ‘7 I_’I:_-Mr Rachana Srtvas’t‘ava (Sr) )

. _:"%Mrs Soma Mathur (Sr )

9. Mr. Dinesh Kumar.Goswam{fo.)
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